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when somebody somewhere solves a prob-
lem, we cannot model that and make sure
it’s solved by everybody everywhere. That is
one of the things that the AFT has been de-
voted to: finding what works, developing a
systematic approach, trying to get it done ev-
erywhere. And it’s one thing America needs
desperately in this area of school discipline,
school order, and school safety.

Again, I say I am very proud to be your
partner in building a 21st century America
that is leading the world to peace and free-
dom and prosperity, an America in which
every child is a responsible citizen with un-
paralleled opportunity, in a community that
reveals in its diversity but is bound together
in our wonderful ongoing effort to form a
more perfect Union.

You, the educators of our Nation, are the
architects of that 21st century America. Build
well.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. at the
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mayor Marc H. Morial of
New Orleans; Ed McElroy, secretary-treasurer,
American Federation of Teachers; and Edith
Shanker, former AFT President Al Shanker’s
widow.

Remarks at a Luncheon for
Representative William J. Jefferson
in New Orleans
July 20, 1998

Thank you so much, Congressman. Sen-
ator Landrieu, Mr. Mayor, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Blanco, members of the city council,
the Jefferson Parish Council, and let me
thank all of you for coming. If Al Gore were
giving this speech, he would say thank you
for the standing ovation. [Laughter] I think
it’s a pretty good joke, too, but I can never
bear to give it without giving him some credit
for it. [Laughter]

I want to say also to Andrea and to the
Jefferson daughters and to their vast families
over there, they could even elect Bill to Con-
gress, they have so many in their families.
[Laughter]

Let me thank all of you for coming. Let
me once again not miss an opportunity to

thank the people of Louisiana for supporting
Hillary and me and the Vice President and
our team, twice, for dramatically increasing
our margin in 1996, and for electing Mary
Landrieu to the Senate. I thank you for all
that.

I have so many rich and wonderful memo-
ries of this city. I first came here when I
was about 4 years old, and I still remember
at least one thing that happened then, when
my mother was in nurse’s training here—I
maybe even was younger. I must have been
younger; I must have been about 21⁄2. But
I still remember leaving on the train, and
I still remember being on the top floor of
the Jung Hotel. And I don’t remember much
else, but whatever happened, I was bit, and
I’ve been coming back ever since.

I want to tell you that I am honored to
be here for your Congressman. I remember
when Bill and Andrea had me in their home
early in 1992. I remember well the meeting
that John Lewis and Mike Espy and he had
with me, and their early commitment, which
meant a great deal. I remember in the
Democratic primary in Louisiana, 69 percent
of the voters voted for me against a rather
wide array of choices that they had. You don’t
forget things like that, and I’ll always be
grateful.

But I also want you to know that Mr. Jef-
ferson here, while we rag each other a lot
and make a lot of fun of each other and have
had an enormously good time knowing each
other, is a truly gifted and extraordinary pub-
lic servant. He has the necessary blend of
education and intelligence and practical
sense. He is a visionary who wants to get
things done. He knows what to be serious
about and not to take himself too seriously.
And I can tell you that once he makes up
his mind to do something, he is absolutely
dogged.

I don’t know how many people there are
in this audience that he has personally talked
to me about some issue or another that you
were interested in and involved in, commit-
ted to. But I am especially grateful to him
for his support for education and the edu-
cation initiatives that we have put before the
American people—his family is the living
embodiment of that commitment—and for
support for economic expansion through
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trade. I think the people of New Orleans un-
derstand, without regard to party, that if
we’re going to keep growing our economy
and lifting incomes and finding more for
more people to do, since we’re only 4 percent
of the world’s people and we enjoy 20 per-
cent of the world’s wealth, we have to sell
some more to the other 96 percent of the
world out there. And I am very grateful for
his support on those issues.

I can also tell you he’s done a great job
with this Africa trade bill, which I think rep-
resents an enormous opportunity for Amer-
ica in the years ahead, both in economic op-
portunity and in opportunity to build friend-
ships and partnerships in a part of the world
that too many of our people have ignored
for too long, which is very, very important
to the future of the globe.

Hillary and I had a wonderful trip to Africa
not very long ago, and Bill went on the trip,
and he did you proud. You would have been
very, very proud of that.

So for all those reasons, I am here for my
old friend, for a gifted public servant, for a
supporter of the things that I believe in are
right for America in the 21st century. I’m
glad you’re taking good care of him, and I
hope you always will, because he sure takes
good care of you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:43 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Fairmont Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Marc H. Morial
of New Orleans; Lt. Gov. Kathleen Blanco of Lou-
isiana; Representative Jefferson’s wife, Andrea;
and former Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy.

Proclamation 7109—Captive Nations
Week, 1998
July 20, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Freedom, dignity, equality, and justice:

these are words sacred to the American peo-
ple. They define our lives as citizens of a
democratic Nation, and they sum up our
hopes for all the peoples of the world. More
than 2 centuries ago, our founders articulated

these fundamental human rights in the Dec-
laration of Independence, proclaiming the
truth of human dignity and the idea that gov-
ernments derive their power and legitimacy
from the consent of the people they serve.
We reaffirmed these convictions with the
ratification of our Constitution and the Bill
of Rights. And 50 years ago, more than four
dozen nations joined us in championing these
rights and liberties across the globe by adopt-
ing the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which the United Nations General
Assembly passed unanimously in December
of 1948.

Over the course of the last half-century,
the Universal Declaration’s call to ‘‘expand
the circle of full human dignity to all people’’
has been a wellspring of inspiration. The
Declaration has served as a framework for
laws, constitutions, and other important ef-
forts to safeguard basic liberties, as well as
a yardstick for measuring progress. However,
while democracy continues to grow and
flourish around the world and millions enjoy
fundamental human rights unencumbered by
tyranny or restraint, the shadow of oppres-
sion still lingers.

The last decade has seen a remarkable
transformation. The courage, strength, and
determination of men and women struggling
for liberty have changed the political land-
scape of the world. Democracy has blos-
somed and deepened its roots in many coun-
tries, particularly in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope and the nations of the former Soviet
Union. But, the process of building democ-
racy and strengthening civil society in these
nations is far from complete. Moreover,
there are countries in Europe and elsewhere
where democracy is actively being under-
mined by authoritarian rule and disrespect
for the rule of law. In these regions around
the world, people are denied the right to
worship freely, speak their thoughts openly,
or live without fear of sudden arrest, arbitrary
imprisonment, or brutal treatment. The rul-
ers of these captive nations, in denying the
tide of freedom rising across the globe, have
positioned themselves on the wrong side of
history.

This year marks the 40th observance of
Captive Nations Week. For four decades
these proclamations have served to express
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